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Disabled Friendly and Barrier Free Environment of the College

Physical constraints are a common experience throughout life, affecting everyone from elderly

individuals to students with temporary iniuries or permanent disabilities. Hence, ensuring the

built environment is barrier-free is crucial. This approach, often termed inclusive design or

globally accessible design, benefits not only those with disabilities but the entire community.

At St. Xavier's College, Burdwan, there's a complete effort to ensure a supportive environment for

students with disabilities. The college has meticulously designed its physical infrastructure,

amenities, and services to promote accessibility and inclusivity. This includes measures to

improve physical access and facilitate effective communication across campus. By prioritizing

these aspects, St. Xavier's College aims to create a warm and inclusive atmosphere where all

students feel valued and empowered to thrive academically and socially.

INTRODUCTION

College aims to provide quality education whiie ensuring accessibility for individuals with

disabilities through inclusive design. This approach caters to the diverse needs of those who use

wheelchairs, have mobility limitations, are blind or partially sighted, experience hearing

impairments, face learning challenges, or have temporary disabilities due to accidents or illness.

The college strictly prohitrits discrimination based on disability, as mandated by the Rights of

Persons with Disabilities Act of 2016. Our commitment is to foster a comprehensive, inclusive

learning environment where both students and staff with disabilities can pafticipate fully without

discomfort. We ensure that all college events, services, and programs are accessible to everyone,

and empower college authorities to actively support individuals with disabilities in accessing

educational opportunities and activities.

PHYSICAL ACCESSIBILITY:

Ramps and Walkways: The College features well-constructed ramps and walkways designed to

facilitate smooth rnovement for individuals with mobility impairments. These paths adhere to
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accessibility standards in terms of width, gradient, and surface quality, ensuring ease of access for

students with disabilities.

Parking Facilities: St. Xavier's College provides sufficient accessible parking spaces located near

the main entrances. This setup caters to the parking needs of both students and staff, contributing

to a well-organized flow of traffic within the campus.

Entrances and Exits: Most entrances and exits of classrooms are equipped with wide doors. This

design choice makes it easier for individuals with mobility difficulties to enter and exit the

buildings comfortably and independentiy.

FACITITIES AND AMENITIESI

Accessible Facilities:

Restrooms: Across tire campus, there are accessible restrooms designed to accommodate

individuals with disabilities. These facilities are equipped with adequate space,

appropriate fixtures, and are strategically placed for convenience.

Classrooms and Laboratories: The majority of classrooms and laboratories are outfitted

with flexible seating arrangements and desks that are accessible to wheelchair users. This

setup ensures that all students, regardless of their mobility needs, can comfortably

participate in academic activities.

Signage and Navigation:

Signage: The College prioritizes clear and readable signage throughout its campus. These

signs play a crucial role in enhancing accessibility by providing clear directions and

information. Placed strategicaily at key locations, including building entrances and
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important facilitieg they facilitate easy navigation for everyone, including individuals with
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Social and Inclusive Initiatives:

Inclusivity Programs: The College has implemented various initiatives to foster a more

inclusive environment These include awareness campaigns aimed at promoting

understanding and acceptance of disabilities, comprehensive disability support services to

assist students in their academic journey, and counselling services tailored to the needs of

students with disabilities. These efforts contribute significantly to creating an inclusive

atmosphere where every student feels valued and supported.

College has made commendable efforts to create a disabled-friendly and barrier- free

environment for its students and staff. The physical infrastructure is iargely accessible, and

inclusive initiatives have been put in place.
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Disabled-Friendly Ramp at Academic Building
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Geo-tagged photograph of Parking Space
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