


REPORT 

Department of Geography, St. Xavier’s college Burdwan organised an extension Guest Lecture 

on ‘Evolution of Durga Idol in India and Durga Puja of Royal Families in Kolkata’ on 12th 

October, 2023 at Seminar Hall (Academic Building). The key note address was delivered by Sri 

Gautam Basu Mallick, Regional Historian & former Senior Digital Content Producer, Ei Samay. 

Rev. Fr. Dr. G.Paul Arockiam S.J., Principal St. Xavier’s College inaugurated the programme by 

watering the plants.  

An insightful lecture on the importance and impact of worshipping Durga in Bengal was 

delivered by Gautam Basumallick. Later Sri Basumullick described discussed the history of 

Durga idol in India. Throughout history, worship of the mother goddess was widespread among 

several ancient civilizations. In Bengal, Mother Goddess has been venerated in the form of 

Durga, and this religious ritual dates back to the medieval period. According to archeological 

evidence. These latter forms and idols have changed over time, and their development has a 

significant historical significance. In the Indian subcontinent, the goddess Durga is primarily 

represented by the two forms Mahishasuemardini (the goddess who slew the demon 

Mahishasur) and Singhabahini (the goddess who mounts a lion). Between these two types, 

Mahishasuemardini is the oldest representation of the modern Durga idol out of these two. This 

form first appeared, according to scholars, in the seventh century. We may see indications of 

Mahishasuemardini following the end of the Buddist era in Bengal. He explained this 

metamorphosis up to the present time in this presentation, along with a brief history of royal 

families' Durgapuja in Kolkata.  

During the next section of the program, the audience asked the speaker various questions about 

different aspects of Durga Puja in Bengal. The discussion aimed to help the audience gain a 

better understanding of the festival and its social and cultural significance. The event was 

attended by students and faculties from all departments, who actively participated in the 

discussion. 

 

 



GLIMPSES OF THE EVENT 

 

Plate 1: Felicitation of the Speaker Plate 2: Inauguration by watering the plant 

Plate 3: Elucidation on Evolution of Durga Idol 
Plate 4: Presentation on Evolution of Durga Idol 

Plate 5: The Audience 

Plate  6: In a frame with the Speaker 



 

 

 

  

 


