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MANY GITANJALIS: A JOURNEY THROUGH TRANSLATIONS
8-20 August, 2022
Venue: Seminar Hall, Academic Building

Students of literature are supposed to acquaint themselves with plurality of perspectives. The Department
of English, St. Xavier’s College, Burdwan, have been true to this approach and, through dynamic teaching
methodologies, efforts have been made to expand the horizon of teaching-learning experience. ‘Many
Gitanjalis: A Journey through Translations’ was a manifestation of that academic exercise.

Through the poems in Gitanjali, students of UG Semester V grew familiarity with the creative universe of
Rabindranath Tagore. They study a few poems from Gitanjali in English translation as part of their
curriculum. Being faithful to the spirit of transcendence, as reflected in Gitanjali: Song Offerings,
students took the experience of ‘reading’ these texts beyond classrooms. They were asked to collect
information about translation of Gitanjali into Indian as well as foreign languages. Spirited students
visited Rabindra Bhavana Museum, Visva-Bharati to be familiar with the many factors which resulted
into the English translation of Gitanjali and collected information about translation into other languages.
Their research yielded fruitful result and, after compiling the data, it was given a shape of an exhibition.
Focusing on the universal and transnational aspect of Rabindranath and his philosophy, this exhibition
concentrated on the bard’s reception in different countries. This was truly a journey for the students as
they could successfully express their research findings in an organized manner. Starting from conducting
research to designing and curating the exhibition, students shown signs of maturity in every aspect.

Prof. Biswajit Ray from Visva-Bharati was our esteemed guest for the occasion and he inaugurated the
exhibition in the presence of Rev. Fr. Shyamal Paul Makhal, Vice-Principal (officiating), St. Xavier’s
College. In his enlightening speech, Prof. Ray talked about Rabindranath’s philosophy of translation and
about the nature of reception.

The concluding day experienced another engaging lecture by Mr. Manas Bandyopadhyay, researcher and
literary activist, who gave us insight about the journey of Gitanjali. It was followed by cultural
performances by students from the department of English as well as other departments. The exhibition
was well received by the visitors and could attract media attention. News of this exhibition appeared in
reputed newspapers thus taking the motto of this exhibition to a wider audience.
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