
Event Rerlort for the Year 2023-2024

NAME OF TI{E EYENT: '(Perspectives" 2023: FiIm Screening and Discussion on

Rajaditya Banerjee's documentary on the vanishing Bhistiwalas of Kolkata--

'6'lVaterwala".

Date Department Convener Organizing Team

2n.l

September.
2023.
Saturday.

Department of
Sociology &
Department of
English

Dr. Aratrika
Bhattacharl,a (HoD,

Sociology)
&
Dr. Debarati Ghosh(

HoD, English)

Mr. Somjit Halder (Faculty,

English)
Mr. Rahul Singh(Faculty,

Sociology)
Mrs. Madhuri Hazra (Faculty.

English)

Ms. Sukanya Saha (Faculty,

Sociology)
Mr. Arijit Saha (Faculty,

English)
Ms. Kaushiki Banerjee

(Faculty, Sociology)
Mr. Sarbajit Chowdhury
(Faculty, English)
Ms. Sweta Chand(Faculty,

Sociology)

Time
Duration

Mode of
Conducting the
Event

Numtrer of
Participants

Name and Designation of the
Resource Person

2:00pm to
4:00pm (2

hours)

Offline
Organizer/s: 09

Faculty: 10

Students:147
Others: 01

Mr. Raj aditya Bandopadhyay
Director, Writer and Producer

of the film "Waterwala".

Supporti
Financial

Assistance

From Collaborating Institute: NA
Registration fees: NA
Other Sponsorships: NA

National/ State/
Intemational/
Inter-
Universi!n
Level / f\ rJ

Intra-College Event

-&c lt&-
lr. Fr. G. Prul Arockiam S.J.

Principrl
$t. Xavlcr'a Collrgr
St. Xrvlr'g Rmd
lrrrAmr ,a'lt,L,
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BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE EYENT:

Name of the Event: ouPerspectives" 2023: Film Screening and Discussion on Rajaditya

Banerjee's documentary on the vanishing Bhistiwalas of Kolkata--oolVaterwala".

The Department of Sociology and English of SXC-B jointl.v star:ted an iuitiatire last rca:.

named, "Perspectives" to create awareness and inclination among the students to \\atch .rn.i

discuss alternative cinema beyond the mainstream cinema. As a part of this anntral illiti.itrr e.

a q,'orkshop on cinema w'as organized this year in the college on ?nd Septenlber'lrrl-1.

Saturda-v, u,,here the students were shor,i,n international award-winning lilmmaker Ra.jaditr r

Bandy-opadhyay's first documentary about the extinct Bhistiwalas of Kolkata. nanleJ.

"Waterwala". This extraordinary investigative documentary lias alread.v-- received auards .rnd

accolades fiom critics across the country and abroad. Dr. Aratrika Bhattacl-rar'\ a. .\:st.

Professor and Head of Department of Sociolog.v. St. Xavier's College. Burdrvan. has dorle tli.

voice over work in this remarkable film. Before the screening of the documelltary. directtrr

Raja<1itya Bandyopadhyay digitall}, interacted with the audiences in the seminar ha11 tihictr

consisted of Rev. Fr. Principal, the Prot-essors of the organizing departments and students oi

dift-erent depadments as he shared his experiences of shooting "Waterrvala" and tire I'arious

difficulties that his crew faced. The Director also disc,ussed various topics like screenpiar

writing" sound and video editing for interested students.

"Waterr.l.ala" explores the long lost practice of the Bhistis in Kolkata. Even up ti1l the e alll

2000's the-v played an irnporlant role in supplying clean water at every doorstep. especiallr ln

the oid, rr-rgged Northern parts of the city way befbre technology overporvei:ed.

It took Raiaditya Banerjee. the Director. many months to convince Vishti Chacha Isatlltti tt-'

speak about their lives as Isamul doubted him for police informers. or people xith i11

iltentions. The gritty reality film "Waterwala" passionately documents the changc irl 1ittstl1e

and iiving in Kolkata and horv the Bhisti community unable to cope uith the torLch .,i

modernity falls prey to the insecurities of livelihood and disappears.

SKILLS ENHANCED: Editing, Directing. Writing and Film making related technical skills.

Teamwork, Participation and Discussion, Reflection and Articulation. Interaction and

Demonstration.
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Outcome of the Activity: This event gave immense space to the students to uatch. ret1.'.r
and write about alternative cinema and ponder about the theme of the film. It helpe.i rhe iri in

o Structuring and arliculating their lragrnented ideas on the subject of the l-r1nt

o Making students aware of a historical community and the existential crisis

sun'ounding their social reality.

. Participatory workshop on film screening and discussion gave them a scope tri

textual, artistic and competitive engagement to students hailing from 8 diflerent

deparlments of the college for self as well as collective development

o Incorporating many judicial, political. social and cultural aspects of film making

procedure in India.

o Building interactive perfotmative communication skills amongst themselr es.

PROOFS REQUIRED TO BE INCLUDED WITH THE REPORT:

o Poster / Pennission Note sheet / Permission through email: YES

o Participants List / Attendance List : YES

o Geo-tagged Photographs / Video / YouTube Link with caption: YES

o Feedback Form: YES

o Analysis of Feedback Report (from BEAMS or otherwise): NA

. Two Cerlihcates issued to the parlicipants: NA

&L | ${p
B, Fr. O. Prul Aroclhm S'J'

PrlnciPal
8t. Xavler's Collegc

St. Xavlcr's Ro.d
lurdsrrr7l3l0E'*ilmi;[iF*'

W



G E O-T-{GGED PHOTOGRAPHS of *PERSPECTMS", 2nd September, 2023.

-E

.K
,.,i-,,*lh,

#
E

*'tffii S ROAO
,t3t03

.fflu$i''

- ---
h,-.*

+,a-*i!#;=-:-fii

l
I

.. a,

a:; : GPS Map

,'

Camera

!!t"
Bardhaman, West Bengal, lndia
6V9G+47H, Bara Nilpur, Bardhaman, Gopalnagar P, West Bengal 7131O3. lndia

&u l. Long 87.875812"
OZlOgl2gO4:O3 PM GMT +O5:3O

t

I

*

€

-
a.+*

;f:

.r,-IlGPs Map camera

02:33 +05:30PMGMT

West lndhBengal 713103,6V9G+47H,

.1.

Lat 23.218283"

Long 87.87588"

H.O.



I

&
.(.F. ag?

XAVIER' S ROAD

{.o.D
TilE}TT Of CIOLOGYso(

DEPAF r
ST. X

ST
B

,?13103

I

UROWAN;

.Lc t A@
0r. Fr. G' Plullroc$rm S'J'

tJrjifftl#'

xF.

Bardhaman, West Bengal, lndia
6V9G+47H, Bara Nilpur, Bardhaman, GopalnagarP, West Bengal 713103. lndia

Lat 23.218319"

Long 87.87587"

O2/O9/23 02:47 PM GMT +05:30

It./:l:.r

EoPs Map Camera

.. :.4.-*.rr-i

I*"
.d

:':
:,

{

1 3

Bardhaman, West Bengal, lndia

IIcps Map

Gopalnagar R West Bengal6V9G+47H, Bara Nilpur, Bardhaman,

Lat 23218288"

Lmg&€75878"
O4Ogf23 02:28 PM GMT +05:30



,rrkvinSth6!HtI6

"l

-g-L I HGz
|r.Fr. G. Pdfrotlrn S'l'

HliYlii';,#

BEPARTUEiror sol IOLOGY
LEGE

"iTlllt lx-rmt
ROA.

tuRow

r-

s;

ffiifiro

i e ii tl:t ' '

t.p,,., ', 
''1' GPS Map Camera

Bardhaman, West Bengal, lndia
6V9G+47H, Bara Nilpur, Bardhaman, Gopalnagar P, West Bengal 713103, lndia
Lat 23.218288'

Long 87.87587€0

O2lOgt2gO2:25 PM GMT +05:30

/,

:.

fl

?ir-% Ilcps

o.

O2l0gl23 03:11 PM GMT +05:3O

{



DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

ST. XAVIER'S COLLEGE
St. Xavier's Road, P.O. Sripalli
Burdwan-713103,
West Bengal, India

24.08.2023

Snb : Perrlis sion lor organizing "Perspectiv es", 2023'

Respected Father.

The Department of Sociologr in collaboration u'ith the Departnlent of Ens1isl.: r:':'::'':s 'c'

organize - "Perspectives- Film Appreciation coulse arlc Fihr Screelin:" -u-r:h: ':- : j '-:--;

in our college like last year. This rear the t-lim chosen lbr screeniug ani j's;-'s-::l is:

waterwala: The First Film on the \Ianishing Biristis of Kolkata' $'ritten' prtljli"i and

directed by Mr. Rajaditya Banerjee. The t-ilm is an Indo-Finnish Joint 
'enture: 

*hich has

already won accolades and au,ards in Film Festir a1s across and beyond the country' It \\ill be

a great oppor-tunity for our students to have the t-rlm screened in their own campus and \\'e are

sure that they u,ill learn from the discussion fol1ou'ing the screening' we also wish to invite

the respected director, Mr. Banerjee to have an online interaction with our students beiore the

event. The proposed date, time and venue are as follows: 2nd September' 2pm to 4:10pm'

Administrative Br'rilding Seminar Hal1'

,$rouk* eaafuu,,a
Dr. Aratrika Bhattacharya
Assistant Professor and Head,

*^ )
/ etl{zz

Department of Sociolo gY,

St. Xavier's College, Burdwan'

Submitted for Your kind APProval &.( rJI@
.. .. .' ,, .:'

Principal
St. Xavier's College r

SL Xavier's Road :

BurdWan-713103

Fhone No. :(0342)2646087 /2646088; E-mail: sxcbwn@gmail.com. ; Website: www.sxc-bwn.ac.in
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DE PARTN,']E N]- OF SOCIOLOGY

ST. X^AVIER'S GOLLEGE
St. Xavier's Road,
P.O. Sripalli
Burdwan - 713103,
West Bengal, lndia

WaterVala: A Brief Overview

Duc ro thc cxtreme meclranization of the
various crccupations, manr'oi thc tradition-
al nranu:rl occupation ar€ ()n the lerge oi
crdnction. Channelizing this harsh realiq',
dircctor Rajadina Banclhopadl'rvat' haci crc-
atecl an innovatir-e Inclo-Finnish venture to
rct'lcct r-rpon such a traditional occupation
tlrrrt has rnaiorll lost in tlre sccnario of
rnodern dar-s.
'I'hc docunrentan- \htcru,.ala' is thc firsr
hand risual artistrt' taken up bl the au'ard
n'innins rlircctor, on the lite ancl fhtc of thc
Bhistis'alas in the heart of the cin', espe-
cialir- in \orth Kolkata, that had been an
intrinsic p:rrt of tlre cin- liie er-en till the
e:rrh' r{ H rts- These u'ere people '*'ho on a
qcncrlflor.rirl tr.r.drtrr'n q-orlicd for thc cin'
muaicipalities arxi uscd to supplr-cleer and
cold xrater at erefi'doorstep in the house-
Itokls; s'av bctirrc thc advancccl tcchnol.rgr'
trespassed into the nrund:rne lives of the
cin'. Thc movic intenselr- rct'lccts ()n the
clrastic rcduction in thc numl>ers oi Sroplc
in the Ilhisti communin- in the cin'. \os'
there are onh' ?-3 Bhistis residing in K<>lka-
ta and mosr of them are either dead <lr
havc rurncd to other occupations to carn
their liling or h:tve shitiecl to Ril.rar.

Abnut the Director:

Born in india, Rafadin'a is a theatre artist
turned fiimmaker based in Hclsinki, Fin-
land. Some of his notable feature 6lms
are "Death certificate" (2014, "Shir-a

"-l'ltr.iittt liut I a'en! trt cetlrd Kolk-uta alkys
l'rri-;ino/ .\'trert rni Rqfd Jtnet nas a,iilt
Dritt.tl.,i.r Baurlyopail4al n'/-,rt urt.t tt tzfirtud
ntliil. ll ilu.r il/)'_l;ttlrff a*r, atq*iuli,d ut
*p/r,rcd poikrls 14' Kilkaht, tt'itl a t'orld
-/it//trr n'ru/e a regrt/ar rr,/urltt at 0/d Ko/ktta
tl' lltr tnsl r-rltottc,d ptlliculioas qi a// liues
hrtd tt ttt.rl t'r'prtirtit'e r,l knon'/td-ry an ll.te fo.rt
t'd.t on otk .turlt lrip lbat I .rtttath/ed nfirttt d
nul,t.lir thr.li rst ti ntr, "

.4-c r +lC[
Dr. Fr. G. ?eul Aroctian S.,r,

Princlpal
81. Xtvlcr'a Coftr!o
St, Xavlcr's Roao
turdmn-713103

Phone No. : (0!142) 2950524 I 295O525; Mob. : 825G64358 17477516060, E-mail: sxcbwn@smail.com, Website :www.sxcb.edu.in
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